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NOT ICE S 

MORE ON THE A.G.M. 

Further details are now available on the Annual General 
Meeting. 

DATE: December 2, 1978 
The day will begin at 8:30 a.m. at the Holiday Inn, Dartmouth, 

for a morning Field Trip led by Eric Cooke. 
At 1:00 p.m. we meet at the Lawrencetown Community Centre for 

a luncheon of chowder, rolls, pie and tea or coffee. 
Cost of lunch $3.00, no more! 
Following lunch there will be a short business meeting and 

the Puffin of the Year Award. 
If you don't feel like going on the Field Trip, join us at 

1:00 p.m. 

It will be necessary to let the caterers know how many to 
expect for lunch. Please phone Ethel Crathorne466-3834, or drop a 
note to the President, c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 1747 Summer Street, 
Halifax, N.S. - B3H 3A6, by November 20, 1978. 

WINTER MEETINGS 

Margaret A. Clark 
President 

In Halifax the fall and winter meetings resume in September 
on the fourth Thursday of the month as usual. The date is September 
28, the time 8:00 p.m., and the place the Nova Scotia Museum on Summer 
Street. 

The Cape Breton Branch begin their meetings in October on 
the last Friday of the month as usual. The date is October 27, the 
time 7:30 p.m., and the place the McConnell Library in Sydney. 

Correction 
"Where to Find the Birds" costs $2.00, not $3.00 as stated 

in the last Newsletter. 

SUNFLOWER SEED 

The Halifax Seed Company intends to offer us a special rate 
on sunflower seeds again this year. Orders will be taken between 
September 15th and October 6th at which time a firm price will be 
quoted, payable in advance. Contact Shirley Cohrs 477-6036 at that 
time. 
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Brown-headed Cowbird, "I got my first cowbird egg for the season in a 
White-throated Sparrow's nest on May 29, at Wolfville Ridge" (BLF). 
During the season Bernard Forsythe found eighteen nests containing 
cowbird eggs or young; species involved were Alder Flycatcher. Veery, 
Red~eyed Vireo, Black-and-White Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 
Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, White-throated 
Sparrow, Goldfinch and Song Sparrow. Nests were on Wolfville Ridge, 
Newtonville and Black River, Kings Co. The rest of us in the Nova 
Scotia Bird Society should be. indeed are, very grateful to Bernard 
for his year-by-year survey of this area, a~ ideal nesting place 
for so many of our small birds (PRD). 

Purple Finch, "At least five pairs nesting in this area", Sandy Bottom 
Lake (MCC). 

Pine Siskin, in June, a nest three-quarters of the way up in a tall 
spruce at Marriott's Cove. reported by Ruth D. Hebb. 

American Goldfinch, nest found June 26 contained one cowbird egg. June 
29 cowbird egg covered over with nesting material. July 7. 6 gold
finch eggs in nest, Wolfville Ridge. BLF, who adds "too bad some 
of the other birds aren't as smart as this goldfinch". 

Savannah Sparrow, May 24, a nest with 4 eggs, Wedgeport area, reported 
by Israel J. Pothier. 

Dark-eyed Junco, nest with 4 eggs was discovered May 29 at Lower West 
Pubnico by Raymond S. d'Entremont. Juncos were heard all summer 
but left the feeder,immatures returning the first week in August, 
when roadside flocks began to appear. At Sandy Bottom Lake MCC 
noted young coming to feeders by July 22. 

Chipping Sparrow. as usual a nest at st. Croix "at the top of a young 
pine, 4 eggs in the nest, June 11", reported by Margaret A. Clark. 

Song Sparrow, first nests noted March 29 at Wynacht's Point, Tantallon, 
by David and Linda Gray. Latest report. mid-July. second? third? 
nesting, five naked young in nest at Tusket Falls, seen by CRKA. 

REMINDER Reports of fall migration for the January issue to 
be sent to the Records Editor before November 30. 
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REGULATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Any Christmas Bird Count under the auspices of this Society 
shall be made during a single calendar day in the period December 16 
to January 1. Counts should be made over an 8-hour period (dawn to 
dusk). Counts must fill a 15-mile diameter circle (except pelagic 
counts where a straight line point A to B will do). Do not initiate 
a new count that overlaps an established count. 

All count forms must be completely filled out as per the 
following: 
Name of Count - the town or general area in which the count was 

carried out. 

Date - the date the count was carried out. 
Time - the time from which the first person starts till the time the 

last person finishes. 
Base Point - the centre point of the count (e.g., a road junction or 

bridge, church or post office; please, not the compiler's 
home address). 

Description of count area - just a brief description of the area 
covered during the count. 

General observing conditions - draw a line through the inappropriate 
words on the form. 

Wind - direction and speed in miles per hour. 
Temperature - minimum and maximum in Fahrenheit through the day. 
Fresh water frozen - the condition of fresh water in the area. 
Number of observers, parties and feeding stations (Example: 6 obser-

vers, of parties 2, of feeding stations 1). 
Total party hours - the number of hours each person or party spent 

in the field, then broken down approximately into the 
numbers of hours by car or on foot. 

Total party miles - is treated the same as hours, except the distance 
covered in miles is listed. 

Observers - must be listed in alphabetical order; name and address 
of compiler - please fill in. 

Count Checklist - fill in the number of each species seen by the 
species name. If that number is unusual for your area, 
underline it; if the species of bird is unusual for your 
area at that time of year, underline it. 

Any additional species seen which are not on the Checklist 
must be substantiated in writing to the Christmas Count Editor. 

When the form is completed check it for accuracy and return 
it, before January 15, to: 

R. Anderson, 90 Victoria Rd., Dartmouth, N.S. BJA lVl 
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Common Flicker, a nest May 14 (2 eggs), May 23 (8 eggs), nine feet up 
in a dead poplar stump at Wolfville Ridge met with disaster. BLF 
on June 15 found a raccoon had clawed a hole into the base of the 
nest cavity and all that remained of the young flickers was a few 
pin feathers. 

Eastern Kingbird, one nest on June 26 contained one egg, on July 4, three 
eggs, the nest in a dead stump over water on a pond at Rlack River; 
a second nest with three young on July 1 was found at Wolfville (BLF). 

Eastern Phoebe, in a nest found June 9 under a bridge at Greenfield,Kings 
Co., with 5 eggs in it BLF noted 5 feathered young on June 29, nest 
empty, bu"L adult flushed from it on July 9, and on July 16 she was 
incubating 4 eggs in the same nest, her second brood. 

Alder Flycatcher, BLF found 8 nests, all on Wolfville Ridge, the first 
on June 13 - 4 eggs, the last found July 6 - 3 eggs. One nest found 
on June 19 and a cowbird egg in it -"the first time I had found a 
cowbird egg in a flycatcher nest, though many times in those of 
other species". (BLF) 

Eastern Wood Pewee, one nest 12 feet from ground, 15 feet out from trunk 
on a dead limb of a large hemlock, on Wolfville Ridge, on July 7, 
2 newly hatched young (BLF). 

Tree Swallow; one nest in a nest box at Wolfville: May 29 - lining box, 
June 2 - 2 eggs on bare floor of box, June 6 - 4 eggs, floor still 
bare. After the female started to incubate the male continued to 
bring feathers to the nest. By the time the eggs hatched there 
was a good layer of feathers under them (BLF). In maitland, Hants Co. 
the Tree Swallows fledged and emerged from their nest box on July 6 
Uexactly the same date as for past two years"(L.B.Macpherson); at 
Tusket, Yarmouth Co. date of emergence was July 8 (CRK Allen) and 
at Eel Brook, July 15 - at this last place the box had been moved, 
and the swallows were l1esitant to accept the new location - finally 
did, and raised 4 young. (PRDobson). 

Barn Swallows, 2 successful nests one in the stable, one in the barn at 
St. Esprit this year. Parents busy dive-bombing hawks, including 
a male Marsh Hawk (Jan, Sandra and Rainer Meyerowitz). 

Cliff Swallow, a small colony noted at Digby, June 24, 10 nests on a 
waterfront house, seven of them occupied by swallows, three by 
House Sparrows. (Chris Helleiner, CWH). 

Purple Martin, at least six pairs at Amherst, arrived April 23 (the first), 
the main body May 6, nest building almost completed June 21 (Evelyn 
Coates) . 

Blue Jay, a nest with two eggs in it on May 19, at Greenwich, Kings Co., 
was later lost to a cat (BLF). 

Black-capped Chickadee, earliest nest found was on May 9 ,at Wolfville 
Ridge - on May 21 it held 7 eggs (BLF). On July 3 at Halifax CWH 
noted a Black-capped Chickadee "nesting in hollow top of metal pole. 
Not at all clear how far down the pole the nest is, or how the young 
are going to leave". 

Mockingbird, the pair at Tusket raised two broods this year again: the 
first, of three birds, two survived (a Grackle suspected of dispos
ing of the other) and were out of the nest in early June. The second 
brood emerged August 4. The parent birds throughout the summer would 
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brook no intruder, even attacking and putting to rout a Newfound
land dog, and the Oscar Nausses, whose guests they were, could not 
go into the garden without being attacked, and frequently had to 
call for help. They felt it a doubtful privilege to entertain 
Mockingbirds, at least during the breeding season. 

Gray Catbird, five nests found on Wolfville Ridge by BLF, the first 
just in the building stage June 2, the last found July 6, and 5 
young flew from this nest. 

American Robin: BLF's first Robin nest for the season held one egg on 
May 5 and 4 eggs by May 9, at Wolfville. On June 25, on Wolfville 
Ridge BLF observed a Robin feeding two young cowbirds perched on a 
log. 

Hermit Thrush, one nest with 4 young at Newtonville June 1 (BLF). One 
very juvenile bird (still had brightly colored "gape") seen on the 
branch of a tall fir June 28, Kegeshook area, Yarmouth Co. (PRD). 

Veery, five nests on Wolfville Ridge found by BLF. First found June 9. 
completed nest; June 12, this nest contained one Veery egg and one 
cowbird egg. Last found on July 6, 2 eggs in the nest, on July 20 
there were 3 young in this nest -? (BLF). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet, a nest found May 22 on Wolfville Ridge by BLF, 
by May 29, young in the nest. 

Red-eyed Vireo, four nests found on Wolfville Ridge and one at Black 
River by BLF. All of these nests had cowbird eggs in them; five 
young cowbirds and only one vireo fledged from these nests. 

Black-and-White Warbler, one nest found June 13 with one cowbird young 
in it, no warblers, at Wolfville Ridge, by BLF. 

Magnolia Warbler, "watched a Magnolia Warbler feeding a young cowbird 
July 21, Wolfville Ridge" (BLF). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler, "three nests found on Wolfville Ridge, all with 
cowbird eggs in them. Two cowbirds and 5 warblers fledged from 
these nests" (BLF) , 

Ovenbird, nest found June 1 with 4 eggs plus one cowbird egg produced 
3 Ovenbird and one cowbird young, at Newtonville (BLF). 

Common Yellowthroat, three nests were found, two on Wolfville Ridge, of 
which one had 4 eggs on June 10, the other 3 eggs on July 1 plus 
one cowbird egg. The third nest was at Mantletree Lake Rd., 
Hants Co., and on July 2 it contained 5 feathered young (BLF). Two 
other nests were reported, pairs found on the Milford Lakes by 
Margaret C. Cheesman (MCC). 

Bobolink, one nest with 4 feathered young July 2, Wolfville Ridge (BLF). 

Rusty Blackbird, one nest, two feet from the ground, two feet out from 
the trunk on a limb of a spruce tree near Black River Lake, found 
June 14 with 2 feathered young in it. (BLF). 

Common Grackle, "arrived late and stayed all summer. Have not considered 
these summer birds before but this year they are staying around the 
house and are seen daily on the shores of the lake. One pair nested 
on a small island in Branch Lake," reported by MCC from Sandy Bottom 
Lake, Anna. Co. 
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BREEDING RECORDS SUMMER, 1978 
Common Loon, May 13 nest found with one egg, on a small island on Black 

River Lake, Kings Co., by Bernard L. Forsythe. One pair nested on 
Sandy Bottom Lake and produced one chick, first seen in mid-July. 
Only one adult seen at anyone time from June 1st to mid-July. Re
ported by M.C.Cheesman and G.B. Nickerson (MCC and GBN). 

Double-crested Cormorants, besides those at Pictou Harbour, two other 
colonies have been reported: a small one at the mouth of Sandy 
Cove (near Marriott's Cove) by Ruth Hebb; and "lots around, nest
ing on st. Esprit Island" by Rainer Meyerowitz. 

Great Blue Heron, the Munros at Wine Harbour counted up to five of these 
Herons there, only one family with young coming so far, by the last 
week in June. 

American Bittern, one nest by June 5th with 4 eggs; raised 3 young, out 
of nest by July 11, at Grand Pre Dyke, Kings Co., reported by 
Bernard Forsythe (BLF). 

Canada Geese, 2 8.dul ts, 2 young observed at Upper Granville by Stewart 
Whj,tman, Terry Hyson, Jean Morse. Reported by Mrs. Harold Walker, 
photographs taken. Residents state that it is unusual to have 
Canada Geese nest in this area. The young by mid-July had a uni
form grayish-brown appearance -"softer" - on the upper parts of 
the body. These young were apparently raised on the riverbank. 

American Wigeon, 12-15 broods of wigeon were reared successful~y at 
McElmon's Pond, Colchester Co., this summer, reported by Fred J. 
Payne, per Barry C. Sabean (BCS). 

Hooded Merganser, one male and one female were noted May 4 at Black 
River, Kings Co. by BLF, who, on May 19 found 2 nests in the same 
pond at Black River, one in nest box with 7 eggs, one in tree 
cavity with 5 eggs; also two other nest boxes had 2 eggs each in 
them, "dump nests" - Hooded Mergansers have become well established 
at this pond. 

Common Merganser, one with one young seen occasionally throughout July 
at Sandy Bottom Lake; one with 6-8 young on Eleven Mile Lake, mid
July, reported by GBN and MCC. 

Goshawk, 3 nests found: one April 18, 3 eggs, Newtonville, Kings Co.; 
one April 24, 1 egg, Sunken Lake, Kings Co. (this nest later failed) 
one May 1, 3 eggs at White Rock, Kings Co. (BLF). 

Red-tailed Hawk, nest on flat top of a 35-foot fir tree, found on April 
19 at Wolfville Ridge. On May 5 there were 2 eggs in nest (BLF). 

Kestrels, as for some years regularly, again nesting in a box at the 
back of the Hawkins property; young were cheeping by July 4 when 
parents arrived with food. These parents have to run the gamut 
chased and harried by robins, swallows and other birds nesting 
in vicinty, quite a fracas according to Thelma Hawkins of Wilmot, 
but no harm done. 

Spruce Grouse, a female with a brood of several newly hatched young 
on a wood road near Black River Lake, June 14 (BLF). 

Ruffed Grouse. "found a nest that contained 9 hatched grouse eggs plus 
2 pheasant eggs. One of these was a hatched shell and the other 
an infertile egg, June 8 at Wolfville Ridge" (BLF). 
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Ring-necked Pheasant, "nest found May 18 with 14 eggs. 
held 15 eggs, at Wolfville Ridge" (BLF). 

On May 27 it 

Sora, "watched an anxious adult trying to lead me away from a brood of 
several young a few days old, July 4 at a. pond at Black River, 
Kings Co." (BLF) . 

Killdeer, a nest on the roof of a Save-Easy shop was first discovered 

". 

by Terry Hyson at Bridgetown the first week in July. He heard the 
bird and saw it looking over the edge of the roof on several occas
ions, so reported it to the store manager, who found, next day, three 
young birds on the ground, one young and the parents still on the 
roof. Thinking the birds had fallen the manager replaced them on 
the roof. Next day all were gone. (It was of course mistaken kindness, 
since the young birds were forced to make the big jump twice in a 
row, but apparently all went well). Roof-nesting of this type of 
bird (plover) is becoming common, we hear, on these big flat roofs. 

American WOodcock, one female with two juvenile birds, almost fully 
feathered seen May 24 at Wedge Point, Yarmouth Co., reported by 
Israel J. Pothier; one late nest, May 24 with one egg, and one June 
7 with 3 eggs, two hatched on June 20, at Wolfville Ridge (BLF).Two 
little families of young Woodcocks met with serious trouble, they 
were in each case crossing the highway, and still too young to fly, 
one out of three of the June 11 lot and five out of seven of the 
second lot June 12 were "road-killed" by passing cars on Route 3 at 
Argyle and Eel Brook, Yarmouth Co. (PRD) 

Upland Plover (1) "bird acted territorial, continuously flying towards 
intruders and scolding" seen July 11 and 12 at Kentville septic 
ponds by Robert MacDonald, verified and photographed by BCS, appar
ently gone by June 31. 

Great Black-backed Gull, 2 nests on a small island on Black River Lake, 
Nest #1, May 3 - 1 egg, May 13 - 3 eggs; Nest #2, May 13 completed, 
May 25 - 3 eggs. On June 26 "I found 3 young gulls on the island, 
also one wing and feathers of an adult Black-backed Gull and in the 
pile of feathers, two Great Horned Owl feathers II (BLF) . The tiny 
rock which has served as a nest for Great Black-backedGulls for many 
years,"" in Lake Vaughan, Yarmouth Co. served again this year, and 
three young were raised, seen swimming around their rock the first 
week in August, birds still quite small and speckled brown. (CRK 
Allen). Parent bird watchful nearby. 

Arctic Tern, 1st fledglings at Cadden Beach July 5. possibly early? all 
three species fledglings after mid-July on Sable I. (lAM). 

Barred Owl, nest found in an old Goshawk nest 25 feet up in a hemlock 
tree, April 7, 1 egg, by May 27 there were two young showing feath
ers - at Newtonville, Kings Co. (BLF). 

Long-eared Owl, nest found with 4 eggs in an old crows' nest 20 feet up 
in a spruce tree, April 29 at Canard Dyke (BLF). 

Short-eared Owl, one nest June 5 containing 5 young all a different 
size, at Grand Pre Dyke (BLF). 

Saw-whet Owl, five eggs in nest box with parent April 27 (one of Harry 
Brennan's nest boxes, Pictou Co.), reported by Ethel Crathorne. 

Common Nighthawk, a nest containing three young and parent, seen within 
a few feet from a window looking down on the roof of the Federal 
Fisheries Bldg. in Liverpool, July 21 and after, by Bernard Brackett 
and others. Birds appeared undisturbed by observation. Reported by 
Linda Brackett. 

-
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C RES T S 

Nova Scotia Bird Society Crests are now available to members. 
These are cloth, approximately 2~ inches in diameter suitable for attach
ing to jackets, sweaters, etc. - even binocular cases. They depict our 
Puffin, surrounded by rock, sea and sky and are rendered in blue, white, 
black and orange. They cost $2.00 plus a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Please send orders to 

Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 
1747 Summer Street, 
Halifax, N.S. B3H 3A6 

and please mark the envelope CREST. 

SIGHTINGS OF UNUSUAL INTEREST 
June through August,1978 

Northern Fulmar "seems to be the most surprising species this summer" 
according to Peter D. Vickery, who counted 22 in the Bay of Fundy 
on a Bluenose crossing, July 22. 

Cory's Shearwater (1) was seen July 23, (4) on July 24 off Sable I. by 
Ian McLaren. 

Manx Shearwater (2) were seen quite close to Nova Scotia on July 22 by 
Peter Vickery, from the Bluenose. On Sable I. Ian McLaren was 
"struck by the abundance of the Manx Shearwaters there. One calm 
day, July 24, 125 were counted in a few groups along the beach, 
outnumbering the other shearwaters". 

Glossy Ibis (1) found at Sheffield Mills, June 11 by Fred J. Payne. The 
second of only two seen this year. 

Snow Geese, a flock of 20-30 seen from Brier I. flying in formation past 
the tip of Long I. (St. Mary's Bay side), on June 6, by Ruth and 
Andrew Hebb. These were "large white birds with long necks, sug
gestion of darkish on head and neck, - as were the juveniles in a 
huge flock of Greater Snow Geese observed for several weeks (from 
May 22) at Montmagny, Quebec". The Brier I. flock was flying low 
over the water, heading south. (This has been our season for Snow 
Geese) . 

Rough-legged Hawk (1) seen, in moult, July 4, very late date, at the 
Tusket Bridge, by C.R.K. Allen. 

Purple Gallinule, "One dazzling bird flushed by I.A.McLaren from a small 
marshy pond into a sedge meadow ... rushed off to get film crew to 
document this vagrant but alas the bird could not be found again. 
July 20, Sable 1. II NOTE: (LA.McLaren visited Sable I. with the 
film crew "doing" Nova Scotia for the series on "Wild Canada", 
John and Janet Foster, July 18-26). 
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Redshank (1), Dick Brown calls this a "probable". He wrote "On July 19 
at 1300 I was sitting on the railway track dyke opposite the island 
with the osprey nest on it, in the eastern part of Lawrencetown Lake. 
It was sunny and clear, and observation conditions were ideal. A 
yellowlegs-sized shorebird (checked, for comparison, against Willets) 
came flying towards me, fairly low over the water, and then veered 
up and to one side when it saw me. I was watching it through binoc
ulars, at a range of perhaps 50 feet. I got a very brief view of 
the underparts, well lit by the sunshine, and saw that the legs and 
feet were red - something like the colour labelled"::,ose" in the 
colour chart in the introduction to vol. 1 of the North American 
Handbook. The feet projected beyond the tail at the 2nkle level. 
Apart from that, I had the impression of a whitish belly and under
tail coverts, but with a darker, greyer or buffy, underwing, upper 
breast and under the neck. I also had the impression that there 
was fairly extensive white on the rump/upper tail coverts. It did 
not call. Nor did it obligingly circle to give me a second view." 
Dick's instaht reaction was that he was looking at a Redshank (not 
a Spotted, which is a darker bird)', but he was unable to locate 
the bird for further observation, which he would have preferred 
for a firm identification of such a stranger. 

Ruff, a white-throated, black-bellied male first seen by Howard Ross 
and Judy Robins on Sable I. on July 19. Seen next day by I.A.McLaren 
with a Reeve. Birds seen until July 24, very wary. 

Caspian Tern, a native but rarely seen. One or 2 (John Cohrs thinks 
probably two because of positions at various times) present at 
Cherry Hill on the NSBS Field Trip of July 29. Well seen by three 
parties, birds sitting and/or flying. 

Black Tern (1) with other terns on Sable I. June 10, seen by Howard Ross. 
Whip-poor-will, heard this spring (until the latter part of July) near 

Bridgetown, by Harry MarShall, reported by Terry Hyson. (One only 
was heard last spring, but at Waverley, several times in June, by 
John and Shirley Mactavish, reported by Bruce D. Mactavish). 

Common Raven, 3 albinos, young birds, sighted throughout June at Bucklow, 
Victoria County, and along the Trans Canada Highway, reported by 
Dan Banks. 

Great Crested Flycatcher, July 14, feeding around a pond at Black River, 
Kings Co., my first - Bernard L. Forsythe. 

Prairie Warbler (1), "On a Bluenose crossing July 22, I was surprised 
to find a female Prairie Warbler on the boat. Later a woman ap
proached with a small bird in her cupped hands - the Prairie Warb
ler. We put it in a paper bag and released it as we approached 
Yarmouth", - Peter D. Vickery. 

Scarlet Tanager (1) besides the four reported in the last Newsletter, 
was a "beautiful male, not singing, working over the top branches 
of tall spruces in mixed woods outside of Truro, June 23" reported 
by Albert and Ella Roland. 

White-crowned Sparrow, one or more at Wine Harbour and across from it 
"on the Island", heard singing most days from June 4th on into 
July, by Hazel Munro. 


